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Pluralism of Interpretations of the Concept
of Security in Socio-Humane Sciences

The article analyzes the variants of interpretations of the notion of security in
such social and humanitarian sciences as sociological, political, economic,
psychological and some others, makes their comparative analysis on the basis of
which we revealed common and distinct features between them, analyzed the reasons
and factors that make the feasibility of both general and special for related sciences
and peculiar for each of them. It is emphasized that the plurality of interpretations of
the notion of security in social sciences and humanities is due to: the objective
complexity of security as a phenomenon of reality; its connections with various natural,
technical, social phenomena and processes; peculiarities of comprehension of the
notion of security in various social sciences and humanities; the problems of forming
both an interdisciplinary definition of it, and a general understanding within the
boundaries of individual sciences. In the field of sociological sciences, most scholars
tend to interpret social security in the context of development and stability of social life.
As a basis for specific definitions of social security, as in philosophy, such options for
interpreting security as feature, state, activity, protection, etc. are used. Unlike
sociological sciences, for political science more inherent is not the formation of a
general concept of political security, but comprehension of political aspects of security
problems of various internal and external spheres of social life of Ukraine, other
states, international and European institutions. In economic sciences, the general
concept of “economic security” is also formed on the basis of interdisciplinary
concepts of “security”, but with their adaptation to the peculiarities of both the
economic sphere of social life and economic science itself. In addition, the article
outlines the main directions of research in the sciences of state administration,
national security, and others.

Keywords: security; social security; political security; economic security;
psychological safety; provision of security; threats.

Problem statement. The scientific understanding of security
issues has been made in the works of representatives of various
sciences.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The following
sociologists, such as P. Antonyuk, H. Savranska, R. Podlypna and
others, carried out the study of the problems of social aspects of
security, social security, security of society, individual, and nation.
Within the political sciences, security was the subject of study by
such scholars as D. Balanyuk, O. Kravchuk, M. Orel and others. In
the field of economics L. Abalkina, A. Gorodetsky, K. Ippolitov,
O. Lepikhov, V. Tretyak and others devoted their works to the
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problems of economic security, financial security, banking security
and others. In the areas of psychological, linguistic, demographic
and other sciences the problems of security were scrutinized by the
following scientists: G. Verbina, O. Voykunsky, O. Gritsenko.
However, this disciplinary variety of interpretations of the notion of
security requires additional comprehension in the context of finding
out the general and special in such interpretations of security.

The aim of the article — to analyze variants of interpretations of
the notion of security in such social and humanitarian sciences as
sociological, political, economic, psychological and some others; to
carry out their comparative analysis on the basis of which to reveal
the common and distinct between them; to find out the reasons and
factors that determine the feasibility of both general and special for
related sciences and peculiar to each of them.

Presenting main material. The existence of any sovereign
state is impossible without the protection of its national interests,
which is the basic, fundamental condition for guaranteeing self—
preservation and progressive development of society in conditions of
saving national identity. At the present stage of the domestic
statehood development, the diversification of threats and challenges
to people, the state and society has led not only to the intensification
of the problems of national security, but also caused a significant
transformation of its content, which led to actualization of the
scientific comprehention of the problems of understanding security,
its provision, definition of the direction of state policy to guarantee
the security of interests, rights and freedoms of a human and a
citizen that are vital for state, society and individual. The issue of
security is a subject of scientific research by many social and
humanitarian sciences, in particular: sociology, political science,
economics, and others.

Sociological sciences have the most ancient tradition of studying
the problems of security. «The need to protect the state was
specified by Socrates, and J. Rousseau in his treatise “On Social
Contract2 emphasized that care for self—preservation and security is
the most important”» [1, p. 20]. Actually, social security issues were
investigated by the founder of sociology Auguste Comte in the
context of harmonization of society and achieving stability; Herbert
Spencer drew attention not only to balance, harmony and stability in
society, but also to such opposed processes as disintegration of
society, regression, disharmony, degradation; J. Mill justified as an
interest of the highest rank, the provision of which he saw in the
continuous monitoring of social relations [2].
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In the western sociology of the XX century several
conceptualizations of understanding of social security were formed,
in particular, in the aspect of: public consent and management of its
provision by social experts (E. Durkheim); realization of basic social
needs by social institutes and overcoming of disfunctional states
(R. Merton); the concept of «scientific management» aimed at
balancing the interests of the subject and object of management
(F. Taylor); organization of management as a «rational tool» to
achieve the set goals (R. Emerson); the significance of socio—cultural
factors for the historical development of social situations and facts
(M. Weber); the development of the post—industrial and informational
society (P. Bourdieu, T. Parsons, K. Popper, etc.). On the basis of
these theoretical and sociological ideas, a modern understanding of
social security as, foremost, a state of society in which its systemic
characteristics are preserved and developed has emerged [2; 3].
Although security research has not developed in its separate
direction in western sociology, these and other theoretical and
methodological sociological approaches to the understanding of
security have a number of universal provisions for its scientific
comprehension, relevant for interdisciplinary research that addresses
issues of risk, social security, risk management, sustainable
development, as well as social protection and social responsibility [4].
Alongside, in the sociological sciences of the post—Soviet countries,
sociology of security as one of the branch sociologies has begun to
develop lately [5; 6].

The problems of security in various contexts were being solved
in numerous modern domestic sociological researches, which led to
the need for their generalization, and this was done in the works by
I. Dubrovsky, O. Guzhva, |. Kosulia, V. Nikolaevsky, R. Pidlypna,
M. Tymoshchuk and other scholars who offered different variants of
such systematization and ways of forming a general sociological
understanding of security. So, Timoshchuk M. believes that «the
differentiation of such types of security as political, economic,
ecological, informational requires to identify a “generalizing” type of
security», which «is a social security that acts as a reliable security
of vital interests of social subjects (macro— and micro levels),
preservation and development of human potential, life support
systems for people, unchanging values of their lifestyle, moral
behavior and activities» [2, p. 55-57]. Pidlypna R.P., based on a
comparative analysis of social security definitions, concludes that
«approaches to understanding the essence of social security can be
grouped in two main directions: static (traditional) and
consequential» [7, p.277]. In the first case, social security is
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understood as «a certain state of protection of the social interests of
a person and society in a broad and narrow sense» [7, p. 277], and
in the second one — «as a certain state of equilibrium in society, but
also as a consequence of a number of actions by the state, that is, a
set of measures to ensure social interests and social needs of
citizens» [7, p. 277-278]. On the basis of the synthesis of these
approaches, the author proposes the following definition: «social
security — is the protection of vital interests of man, citizen, society;
timely detection, prevention and neutralization of threats to national
interests in the social sphere, which provides an adequate standard
of living of the population, expanded reproduction, human
development and social progress in society» [7, p. 278].

In sociological literature it is noted that it is expedient to
systematize definitions of social security from the following points of
view: its hierarchical structure based on social security of regions
and separate territories («vertical» aspect); a functional structure that
encompasses labor potential, the social sphere, labor market and
employment of population, migration security («horizontal» aspect);
the degree of protection of vital interests of social units at the macro
and micro levels, in particular, human potential, stimulation of their
activity and livelihoods («external economic» aspect); ensuring social
security as a solution to the problem of the shadow economy,
corruption, etc. («Monistic» aspect) [8; 9].

On the basis of a comparative analysis of modern definitions of
social security H. Savranska makes the following conclusion: «the
most common are six approaches to defining this concept: official,
axiological, naturalistic, systemnical, organizational and
institutional» [10, p. 67] and believes that «the most universal and
logically justifiable one is still an institutional approach. The
institutional understanding of social security actually includes other
interpretations and allows to remove the inherent flaws and
contradictions» [10, p. 67-68].

Thus, we can state that in the understanding of social security
there is a pluralism of approaches by scientists, as well as offers for
the formation of its general sociological understanding. Most
scholars tend to interpret social security in the context of the
development and stability of social life. As a basis for specific
definitions of social security, as in philosophy, such options for
interpreting security as feature, state, activity, protection, etc. are
used. Thus, it is emphasized that their key element is the threat as
an essential characteristic, and the variants are the feature of a
social system built on the principles of stability, self-regulation and
integrity, and its ability to maintain its basic characteristics in
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conditions of probable or targeted destructive influence from the
outside or within the system itself, therefore the question of social
security «not as a complex of protective or defensive actions, but as
the features of social systems, their preparedness for danger and the
ability to use potential risk as a permanent factor of mobilization to
ensure the stability and integrity, without which qualitative development
is impossible», is becoming a matter of principle [3, p. 184].

Moreover, these variants of the interpretation of security
(feature, state, activity, protection, etc.) are not analyzed, seem to be
taken for granted, but those security features are specified that
reflect the originality of sociology itself, in particular, its subject of
research and subject knowledge (theories, concepts, etc.), as well as
features of methodological approaches to studying social reality and
building sociological knowledge.

The desire to distinguisht such branch sociology as sociology of
security should be emphasized as a direction of generalization of
specialized sociological studies of security.

That is, the sociological vision of security is similar to the
philosophical and interdisciplinary interpretation of security —
recognition of the plurality of insights in specific studies and the
orientation towards the formation of a general sociological
understanding, but again in different ways. The attempts of
sociologists to spread their understanding onto all other sciences
related to this block of sciences — political science, economics, etc.
should be emphasized.

The political understanding of security in its general approaches
is based on the tradition of philosophical and other areas of study of
security, in particular, a large part of political sciences research is
carried out through the prism of the notion of «threats», taking into
account their features in accordance with the subject and direction of
political sciences research. Likewise sociological research, political
security is interpreted as: the feature of the political system, the
condition of the state, the condition of the political system, the
circumstances for their existence, etc. For example, «the political
security of Ukraine is a certain condition, internal featue, the most
important attributive characteristic, a necessary circumstance for the
existence and functioning of the political system and the whole
society, interconnection, interaction and the ratio of the whole set of
factors that ensure their preservation, protection, functioning,
development and improvement in unfavorable conditions» [11].
However, unlike in sociology, there is almost no desire to form a general
political science understanding of political security in these sciences,
emphasizing that «political security as a scientific category of political
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science is a kind of component of national security, but the political
science category “security” itself has been imported into political science
from related branches of social sciences — on the one hand, from
international political science (where the category of “security” along with
the category “national interest” occupies a central place), and on the
other hand — from military science» [7, p. 26; 12, p. 72], it is noted that
in modern Ukrainian political science the standard approach to the
understanding of the essence of political security has not been still
developed [13, p. 32].

The main body of political sciences research is focused on the
study of the political aspects of social phenomena and processes,
such as: terrorism, determinants of the modern political process,
interethnic conflicts, national identity, threats to Ukraine’s national
security, protection of a person, geopolitical processes, social
self-organization, environmental and information security, migration
politics and others.

A separate direction consists of the scientific research of the
security dimension of foreign policy of both Ukraine and other
countries, international cooperation, activities of international and
European organizations.

Thus, summing up, it should be noted that, unlike sociological
sciences, at least as yet, not the formation of a general political
science concept of political security, but the comprehension of the
political aspects of security problems of various internal and external
spheres of social life of Ukraine, other states, international and
European institutions is intrinsic to political science. The basis of
such studies are either the options of interdisciplinary understanding
of security or its interpretation, which are inherent in other sciences,
but both in the first and in the second case, they are given a political
coloration due to the peculiarities of political science as a science.

In the field of economic sciences, taking into account their
plurality and peculiarity, there is an orientation towards the formation
of a general for these sciences notion of economic security [14; 15],
its individual aspects, the relationship with social security, and the
differentiation of its various types, such as food safety, consumer
safety, and others. In the formation of a general understanding of
economic security, the emphasis, as in other sciences, is on «lack of
danger», «preservation», «protection against threats», «security»,
«reliability», «stability», «calmness», «independence», «admissibility
of boundaries» and other variants of interdisciplinary understanding
and philosophical vision of its essence [16].

One of the approaches to the formation of the general notion of
economic security is its development based on qualitative features of
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the economy and economic relations, and not on the general notion
of security, although in this case, economic security is still
determined through the condition of economic entities, their
development, etc. — «economic security is such condition of entities
of all levels of the economy, which ensures their balanced
development on the basis of control over the condition and use of all
kinds of resources in order to increase them» [17].

Thus, the general concept of «economic security» is formed
predominantly on the basis of interdisciplinary concepts of
«security», but with their adaptation to the peculiarities of both the
economic sphere of social life and economic science itself. The
peculiarity of both sociological and economic vision of security
should include the prevalence of their quantitative measurements.

In the sciences of public administration, security is studied in the
context of national security and its constituents ensured by the state,
which are considered as a special sphere, object, task, purpose of
state administration, etc., and, accordingly, emphasis is placed on
the characteristics of this type of government, but at the same time,
the comprehension of public administration security itself has not
become widespread.

A well-known national researcher of these problems G. Sytnyk
believes that «state administration of national security is a specific
type and integral part of public administration that encompasses the
social, economic, humanitarian, military and political spheres of
society’s life and is a targeted activity of the subjects of ensuring
national security» [18].

Such position of scientists is also observed in other similar
studies, which consider the peculiarities of public administration
(provision, regulation) in the areas of border, information, economic,
food, environmental, social, financial, natural-technological,
transport, energy, religious security, health protection, human
security, and so on.

Unlike other social and humanitarian sciences in the sciences of
public administration, security is primarily regarded as state activity
concerning its provision, and the active approach is the most
dominant one, which is explained by the very subject of science —
state administration.

In Ukraine, there is a separate group of sciences, the subject of
which is national security, and its research has an interdisciplinary
character, for example, the protection of qualification studies is
carried out in such sciences as technical, political science, law, and
others. In other words, their direct object is precisely national
security, and its research is carried out comprehensively, with

176



ISSN 2410-3594. Naukovij visnik Nacional’noi akademii vnutrisnih sprav. 2018. Ne 4 (109)
Haykoeuti sicHuk HaujoHarnbHoI akademii HympiluHix cripas

application of subject knowledge and methodology from various
sciences or have an interdisciplinary nature.

Within these sciences, the research was aimed at studying the
problems of national security in the context of: European collective
security, anti-terrorist activities, military-technical cooperation,
information wars, European integration processes, internal political
security and other issues.

Meanwhile, some studies directly address the theory of national
security [19], its aspects [20] and system configurations [1].

Other socio-humanities have the same «picture» of approaches
to understanding security. Thus, in psychological sciences, security
is studied within the scientific field of the psychology of a social
subject as its state of consciousness, the psychic state or state of
their protection, the fundamental human need, in linguistic sciences
as an element of national, information security in the context of
national identity, problems of language development etc.

Conclusion. The plurality of interpretations of the concept of
security in social sciences and humanities is due to: the objective
complexity of security as a phenomenon of reality; its connections
with various natural, technical, social phenomena and processes;
peculiarities of comprehension of the notion of security in various
social sciences and humanities; the problems of forming both its
interdisciplinary definition, and its general understanding within the
boundaries of individual sciences.

In this context, security is understood as: a social phenomenon;
attribute of object and subject; state of the object, eliminating the
presence or possibility of occurrence of dangerous events and their
adverse consecuences; its feature or criterion of the social system
quality; conditions of activity; system of measures providing
protection of the object from dangerous influences; social goal
expressed through a set of internal links of the system and aimed at
its steady and progressive development; activities of authorized state
bodies and other entities.

The study of this pluralism, common and distinct in
interpretations of the notion of security is important for the formation
of an appropriate understanding in the legal sciences, since it makes
it possible to find a general, special and peculiar within the
correlation of not only legal and other social and human sciences,
but also in the ratio of different legal sciences, in particular its
general theoretical vision in the general theory of law. And also in
relation to the normative and legal definition of security in the
legislation. However, the solution to this problem is not the purpose
of this article and needs further legal research.
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Mniopani3am iHTepnpeTauin NOHATTA 6e3neKu
B couianbHO-TyMaHiTapHMX HayKax

Po3ensHymo eapiaHmu iHmeprpemauyit noHsmmsi 6e3neku 8 makux coujanbHo-
2yMaHimapHUX Haykax, 5K COUJOfio2iyHi, MOMimuyYHi, eKOHOMI4Hi, MCUXosoeiyHi ma
Odesikux iHwWux, 30ilicHeHO ix mnopieHsNbHUU aHania, Ha nidcmasi 4020 8usi8rIEHO
3azanbHe ma 8iOMiHHE MiX HUMU, 3’SiC08aHO MPUYUHU i ¢hakmopu, W0 3yMO8/onmb
douinbHicmb SIK 3aeanbHO20, mak U o0cobnueoz2o Orisi CrOPiOHEHUX HayKk ma
CBOEPIOHO20 0511 KOXHOI 3 HUX. BudHayeHo, wio nnwopaniam iHmeprpemauild noHssmmsi
besrneKku 8 coyiarnbHO-2yMaHimapHUX Haykax 3yMoesieHul: 06’eKmueHOK CKIadHICmio
besneku sik ¢peHomeHy OilicHocmi; i 38’13kamMu 3 pi3HUMU IPUPOBHUYUMU,
MexHIYHUMU, coyjanbHUMU fisulamu ma npouecamu; ocobrugocmsaMu OCMUCIIEHHS
noHssimms «be3rneka» 8 pi3HUX couianbHO-2yMaHimapHuUx Haykax; npobrnemamu
opMysaHHs SIK  MIKOUCUUMIIHAPHO20 (I020 BU3HA4YeHHs, mak | 3a2a/ibHo20
miymayqyeHHs1 8 Mexax OKpeMux Hayk. Y cgbepi couionoeiyHux Hayk binblwicms y4eHuUx
msixie 00 iHmeprnpemauii couianbHOi 6e3rMeku 8 KOHMeEKCmi po3eUMKY i
cmabinbHocmi  couianbHo2o xumms. [liorpyHmsmM Onsi  KOHKpemHux OeqiHiyi

179



ISSN 2410-3594. Naukovij visnik Nacional’noi akademii vnutrisnih sprav. 2018. Ne 4 (109)
Haykoeuti sicHuk HaujoHarnbHoI akademii HympiluHix cripas

couianbHoi 6e3reku € maki eapiaHmu mpakmyeaHHsi 6e3neku, sK ernacmusicmb,
cmatH, OisinbHicmb, 3axuweHicmb mowo. Ha eiOMiHy ei0 couionoeiyHux Hayk, Ons
ronimoroaii nepesaxHo npumamMaHHO He (hOpPMy8aHHsI 3a2allbHOMoNIMmoI02iYyHo20
noHIMmMs nonimuyYHoi 6e3rneku, a OCMUCMEHHST MOAIMuUYHUX acriekmig 6e3nekosux
rpobriem pi3HUX 8HYMPIWHIX | 308HIWHIX cghep CycninbHO20 xumms YKpaiHu, iHwWux
Oepxxas, MiXHapOOHUX ma €8porelchbKux IiHcmumyuyild. B eKOHOMIYHUX Haykax
3@z2anbHe [OHAMMS «eKOHOMiYyHa 6e3reka» makox cgopMosaHO Ha nidcmasi
MixOucyuniiHapHUx eusHadeHb 6e3neku, adanmoeaHux 00 ocobnugocmell sK
E€KOHOMIYHOI cgbepu CycninbHO20 XUMmMms, mak | enacHe eKOHOMIYHOI Hayku. Y
cmammi OKpec/ieHO OCHOBHI HanpsiMu OoCiOXeHb y HayKkax 0epxagHo20 yrpaesiiHHs,
HaujoHarnbHoI 6e3rneku mouwo.

KniouoBi cnoBa: 6e3neka; couianbHa 6e3neka; nonitnyHa 6e3neka; ekKOHOMiYHa
He3neka; ncuxonoriyHa 6e3neka; 3abe3neyeHHst 6eaneku; 3arposu.
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