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Transnational organized crime is not standing still and is
constantly changing industry that adapts to markets and creates new
kinds of crime. In short, it is - illegal business that goes beyond
cultural, social, linguistic and geographical scope and for which no
boundaries are unknown, no rules.

Expansion of Drug Trafficking. Despite demonstrable
counterdrug successes in recent years, particu-larly against the
cocaine trade, illicit drugs remain a serious threat to the health, safety,
security, and financial well-being of people. The demand for illicit
drugs, both in the United States and abroad, fuels the power,
impunity, and violence of criminal organizations around the globe.

Trafficking in Persons. Trafficking in Persons (TIP), or
human trafficking, refers to activities involved when one person
obtains or holds another person in compelled service, such as
involuntary servitude, slavery, debt bondage, and forced labor.
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Weapons Trafficking. Criminal networks and illicit arms
dealers also play important roles in the black markets from which
terrorists and drug traffickers procure some of their weapons.

Cybercrime. TOC networke increasingly involved in
cybercrime, which costs consumers billions of dollars annually,
threatens sensitive corporate and government computer networks, and
under-mines worldwide confidence in the international financial
system. Through cybercrime, transnational criminal organizations
pose a significant threat to financial and trust systems—banking,
stock markets, e-currency, and value and credit card services—on
which the world economy depends.

Transnational criminal networks such as organized crime
groups, drug traffickers, and weapons dealers at times share
convergence points—places, businesses, or people—to “launder” or
convert their illicit profits into legitimate funds. Many of these
disparate networks also appear to use the same casinos, financial
intermediaries, and front companies to plan arms and narcotics deals
because they view them as safe intermediaries for doing business.

TOC—a global problem—manifests itself in various regions
in different ways.

Western Hemisphere: TOC networks—including
transnational gangs—have expanded and matured, threatening the
security of citizens and the stability of governments throughout the
region, with direct security implications for the United States. Central
America is a key area of converging threats where illicit trafficking in
drugs, people, and weapons—as well as other revenue streams—fuel
increased instability. Transnational crime and its accompanying
violence are threatening the prosperity of some Central American
states and can cost up to eight percent of their gross domestic product,
according to the World Bank.

Afghanistan/Southwest Asia: Nowhere is the convergence of
transnational threats more apparent than in Afghanistan and
Southwest Asia. The Taliban and other drug-funded terrorist groups
threaten the efforts of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the
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United States, and other international partners to build a peace-ful and
democratic future for that nation.

Russia/Eurasia: Russian and Eurasian organized crime
networks represent a significant threat to eco-nomic growth and
democratic institutions. Russian organized crime syndicates and
criminally linked oligarchs may attempt to collude with state or state-
allied actors to undermine competition in strategic markets such as
gas, oil, aluminum, and precious metals. At the same time, TOC
networks in the region are establishing new ties to global drug
trafficking networks. Nuclear material trafficking is an especially
prominent concern in the former Soviet Union.

West Africa: West Africa has become a major transit point
for illegal drug ship-ments to Europe and for Southwest Asian heroin
to the United States. It has also become both a source of—and transit
point for—methamphetamine destined for the Far East.



