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football hooliganism, police tactics can vary considerably at individual 
football grounds, as indeed they do on other matters. Such tactics can 
depend on various factors including the prospective size of the crowd, the 
relative profile of the particular match, the reputation of the supporters 
involved and the priorities of the local force involved. 
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MODERN WAYS OF SEARCHING FOR MISSING PERSONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

Finding a missing person is an important task for the police. US 
police are the lead in managing and investigating a missing person‘s case, 
including taking the initial missing persons report.Wanted persons often 
travel to another country to try to evade justice. Missing persons can also 
travel abroad, either voluntarily or involuntary.  

U.S. Department of Justice efforts to improve the investigation of 
missing and unidentified persons began with a push by NIJ in 2003 to 
maximize the use of DNA technology. NIJ expanded its efforts in 2005 with 
the Identifying Missing Persons Summit. In 2007 it launched the 
―unidentified persons‖ database, and in 2008 the ―missing persons‖ 
database was created. Those databases were connected in 2009, creating the 
National Missing and Unidentified Persons System, or NamUs. NamUs has 
resolved more than 17,000 missing persons incidents and nearly 3,706 
unidentified persons cases [1].  

The first 48 hours are critical because that's when investigators have 
the best chance of following up on leads, before people's memories start to 
fade.  Public assistance plays a large role in the search. Therefore, the 
information received by law enforcement must be accurate to find a 
person [2]. 

US Law enforcement chooses how they will allocate resources to 
missing persons cases on a "case-by-case basis. Investigations on missing 
persons who authorities believe may be vulnerable (such as children and 
those with a mental illness) are expedited because time is of the essence to 
get the word out to the public to look for them. For adults who are reported 
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missing, one of the things investigators look to first is whether the subject 
was displaying a-typical behavior [2]. 

Police do their best with the resources they have, but US law 
enforcement simply is not equipped to deal with the crime rates today. 
Anyone who wants real answers – often turns to a private investigator [3]. 

A search of the place where the individual has gone missing from 
and/or the home address should be conducted in all cases unless there are 
specific reasons why this should not happen. The extent and intrusiveness of 
a search will be dictated by the circumstances of a case and officers should 
consider the purpose of the search. All searches should be fully 
documented. The search must be conducted with compassion (2). 

The U.S. Police Department uses additional resources to support the 
search for missing persons. Guidance on the search for vulnerable missing 
people (children and adults) and the investigation of suspicious missing 
person cases is available within the Specific Investigations APP page. It 
may be: the Fire and Rescue service; volunteer search teams; the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency; the Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination Centre.(2) 

The first few hours of an investigation are the most critical, each 
passing hour decreases the likelihood of finding the subject. Platform to find 
missing persons automates common tasks of an investigation providing in 
minutes what used to take hours or days, considerably improving the 
chances of a successful investigation. This is a free platform that will make 
policing easier in the future.  

So there are many opportunities in the United States to search for 
missing people. The work of law enforcement agencies is facilitated by 
automated systems, programs, public assistance and the media. You can 
also turn to private detectives. 
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