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SECURITY OF THE PUBLIC ORDER AS THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE
NATIONAL POLICE

At all times, the most important tasks of the state were ensuring internal
security, protecting public order, combating crime, and guaranteeing the rights and
freedoms of citizens. Individual rights and freedoms are guaranteed and protected
by various actors. The State and its bodies naturally play a crucial role. A special
place in the mechanism for guaranteeing rights and freedoms belongs to the
internal affairs agencies, which is determined by their methods of operation,
including the methods and means of influence used to carry out the tasks assigned
to them. The basic methods of their activity, as well as those of other State
administration bodies, are persuasion and coercion. Police is one of the most
important parts of the system of the Internal Affairs.

The National Police of Ukraine is a central executive body and directed and
coordinated by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine through the Minister of Internal
Affairs in accordance with the law.

The tasks of the National Police are to provide police services in the
following areas:

. public safety and public order;

. security and protection of human rights and freedoms, as well as the interests
of society and the state;
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. Crime prevention;

. provision of assistance services to persons who, for personal, economic,
social reasons or as a result of emergencies need such assistance within the limits
defined by law [1].

Public order is the moral and legal status of a society in which the competent
executive authorities, by implementing a system of measures, ensure the personal
and public safety and good behavior of citizens in public places, as well as the free
enjoyment of their rights and freedoms.

Public security is the protection of the individual, society and the state from
external and internal threats. It includes the security of the individual, society and
the state. Security of the person means protection of his life, health, free use of
legal rights and freedoms; security of society - protection of its material and
spiritual values; the security of the state is the protection of the constitutional
order, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state as self-sufficient foundations
of its functioning and development.

The police are responsible for maintaining public order and security by
patrolling, handling emergency duties, providing advice and guidance, and
preventing unlawful activity. Ensuring traffic safety is an important part of this
work.

The purpose of police work is to ensure the safety of people and the
environment and prevent all violations of the law and disturbances by eliminating
and investigating all such incidents. The tasks of the police are defined in the
Police Act [2].

Police actions fall into three distinct categories:

1. Patrol. Its purpose is to help the public, maintain public order and prevent
crime. A police officer can move on foot, on horseback or by car, carefully
monitoring what is happening and, in fact, expecting an opportunity or requirement
for action.

To perform its duties the police have the right to:

- to check the documents confirming the identity of a citizen, if there are
sufficient grounds to suspect the person to commit a crime or that he intends to
commit a crime or believe that he is wanted,;

- to conduct a surface survey of citizens if there are sufficient grounds to
believe that citizens carry weapons, ammunition, explosives, explosive devices,
narcotics or psychotropic substances.

2. Investigation of crimes. The purpose of these actions is mainly to
investigate a criminal offense, although it is believed that they also contribute to
the prevention of crime.

With a view to ending the crime, the police have the right to detain suspects,
to freely enter the premises and other premises of citizens, their land plots,
territories and premises occupied by organizations, and to inspect persons
suspected of committing a criminal offense.
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3. Traffic regulation. Their goal is to prevent road traffic offenses and
maintain public order. Police often perform patrol functions and various "checks"
(checking for alcohol, using seat belts, etc.). In addition, the department usually
investigates road accidents.

So, the National Police has a special place to play in protecting public safety,
as it is the largest structural unit in the system of Internal Affairs, which has
considerable resource potential and is quick to respond to issues related to public
safety and order. Police are intended to protect the life, health, rights and freedoms
of citizens, foreign nationals, and stateless persons, to combat crime, protect public
order, property and to ensure public safety. The police immediately come to the aid
of anyone who needs protection from criminal and other unlawful acts.

Public order and public safety are interconnected and interdependent, since
the strengthening of public order helps to increase public safety.

Public order is the normal functioning of social relations, the absence of risks
and threats that can disrupt the normal life of people and their progressive social
and professional development, creating an atmosphere of tranquility and protection
of the individual and property of individuals and legal entities. Public order creates
all the necessary conditions for ensuring public safety, making the relevant legal
categories dependent.

Ensuring public safety is a guarantee of creating in society such social
conditions under which a person, his physical and spiritual benefits become truly
the highest social value, and he himself can feel socially protected.

Ensuring public safety aims to prevent and eliminate phenomena and
dangerous situations that threaten the life and health of people, property of citizens,
enterprises, institutions and organizations, and their consequences.
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PREVENTING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Ukraine has declared its desire to join the European Union, which has high
standards of human security, well-being and standard of living, as well as the
priority of human rights, the rule of law, ensuring the inevitability of punishment
for those who have committed crime. In Ukraine, there has long been an urgent

39


https://polis.osce.org/country-profiles/ukraine
https://intermin.fi/en/police/public-order-and-security

