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Prison Libraries in Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic in 1919 

The activity of prison libraries in USSR in 1919 was illustrated in 
terms of the archival documents analysis; and this issue was illustrated in 
the normative, legal and practical aspects. The article gives new important 
facts about the question explored. 

The history of Ukrainian penitentiary system is underexplored 
in many aspects. In particular, the activity of prison libraries also is 
one these aspects. Everybody knows that the social correction labor is 
one of the means of the resocialization and re-education of offenders. 
These regulations are consolidated in the Criminal Code of Ukraine 
(part 3, article 6). Libraries are one of the most important parts of the 
social correctional labor. According with the Criminal Code of 
Ukraine (part 3, article 6) an offender may possess not more 10 items 
of books, the number of books and magazines is not limited. 
According to the world’s standards and tendenties, the prison 
administrations will be able to review this number upwards.  
In developed democratic countries the prisoners in the penitentiary 
agencies have an opportunity to take any books from the exchange 
collection. The status of library activity (the amount of books in the 
fund; the topical variety of books; the number of offenders using the 
books; the amount of books used) is one of the main reported factors 
of social-correctional labour in the penitentiary agencies.  
The development of offender’s self-consciousness is practically 
impossible without reading literature. That’s why, the observation of 
historical retrospectives of this problem is important nowadays. The 
observation of the background with different scientific movements 
attached together (in particular history, archival science, criminal-
executive law, penitentiary system development) is always interesting 
and useful in terms of practical and theoretical points of view.  
After examining the library activity in prisons in USSR, we can come 
to the following conclusions: 1) The Bolsheviks’ campaign against 
illiteracy of population reasonably assisted in development of library 
activity in places of preliminary detention and in the places of 
deprivation of freedom. The Bolsheviks launched this campaign with 
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a view to ideological working-up of population, right after the rise to 
power; 2) During 1919 cultural educational subdivisions of Central 
Correctional Division of People’s Commissariat of Justice in USSR 
accepted at least 6 normative-legal documents, which concerned the 
organization of library activity in prisons; in particular the Circular 
№ 91, on 18.07.1919 which accepted the first part of «Librarian 
instructions (concerning the organization of book catalogues)»;  
3) The average book cost was at the limit 6–10 karbovanets;  
4) The monthly salary of prisoner’s librarian was at the limit of  
525–1000 Karbovanets; 5) The biggest book stock was in Chernigov, 
Kharkov and Kyiv. 
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