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THE MEANING OF THE TERM DUTY LAWYER 

A lawyer is someone who is licensed to practice law, and whose obligation it is to uphold the law 

while also protecting their client's rights. Some duties commonly associated with a lawyer include: 

providing legal advice and counsel, researching and gathering information or evidence, drawing up legal 

documents related to divorces, wills, contracts and real estate transactions, and prosecuting or defending in 

court. 

A lawyer, also known as an “attorney,” “counselor,” solicitor,” “barrister” or “advocate,” is an 

individual licensed by the state to engage in the practice of law and advise clients on legal matters. Lawyers 

act as both advocates and advisors on behalf of their clients. 

A lawyer is a professional that stands on the watch of law. Perfectly understanding at legal 

documentation, he protects interests of citizens, that appealed for help to him. Certainly, so self common 

determination sounds only.A lawyer in Ukraine is also known as aprosecutor, advocate, judge, investigator 

(detective),notarialness. 

Lawyers generally perform actions on behalf of clients in court, advising them as to the proper course 

of action in civil and criminal activities. Attorneys tend to specialize in one aspect of the law, such as 

product liability, criminal justice, family law, or elder law. They may also advise companies on the validity 

of contracts and mergers or other aspects of corporate governance. Unlike many criminal justice careers, 

lawyers spend the majority of their time in offices or in the courtroom. Aspiring attorneys must have strong 

critical thinking and public speaking skills as well as research abilities. 

A duty lawyer is a lawyer who offers services on a volunteer basis. Often, they represent clients who 

meet income eligibility requirements. There may be a small fee for the duty lawyer service, which may be 

lowered ifthe defendant is unemployed or waived in cases of financial hardship. 

The duty lawyer is able to give general advice to defendants about the type of plea to enter, any 

defense they might have, and potential penalties, among other matters. They may or may not be allowed to 

represent the defendant at their hearing in court. Typicallly, they serve to provide free advice and/or 

representation in urgent matters to people who have not been able to arrange legal representation. Specific 

authority and policies vary by jurisidiction. 

Duty lawyers help people who are attending a court or tribunal hearing and have not had the chance 

to see a lawyer beforehand. This service is free and can cover: child protection , youth crime, adult summary 

crime, intervention orders, family matters, some civil matters, such as Mental Health Tribunal hearings. 

Help provided by the duty lawyer depends on the person’s circumstances, and may include 

information, legal advice or representation in court. For duty lawyer services for adult criminal offences, 

an income test applies to all accused not in custody. 

A civil lawyer focuses on cases involving wills, trusts, divorce, child custody, litigation, contracts, 

mortgages, titles, leases and damage suits. Payments and records management for private practitioner duty 

lawyers.Accredited private lawyers are paid for duty lawyer services delivered in accordance with a rostered 

commitment to do so, at the applicable rate set out in the Fees section, upon submission of a claim.Duty 

lawyers in the Family Division of the Children's Court. Children who are over 10 years of age and assessed 

by the lawyer as mature enough to give instructions to their lawyer are directly represented by the lawyer.   

Criminal lawyerswho participate in Magistrate Courts are  also known as criminal defense lawyers 

and public defenders, defend individuals, organizations and entities that have been charged with a crime. 

Criminal lawyers handle a diverse spectrum of criminal cases, ranging from domestic violence crimes, sex 

crimes, violent crimes and drug crimes to driving under the influence (DUI), theft, embezzlement and fraud. 

This interview with a criminal defense attorney provides insight into one criminal lawyer's career path and 

daily practice. 

A career as a lawyer is an extraordinary calling. However, becoming a lawyer is an enormous 

undertaking in terms of time commitment and financial investment.  
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