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THE DEFINITION OF "VEHICLE" IN THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS 

Vehicles are the subject of certain crimes against traffic safety and operation. According to provision of Article 

#286 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine under the vehicles in this Article and in the Articles ## 287, 289, 290 should 

be understood all kinds of cars, tractors and other self-propelled vehicles, trams and trolley buses, motorcycles and 

other motor vehicles as well. The legislator has defined the term "vehicle" through the counting of its specific types. 

According to the Section 1.10 of The traffic rules, approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on10th of 

October 2001, the motor vehicle is defined as a vehicle that is driven using the engine. This term is applicable for tractors, 

self-propelled machines and mechanisms, trolley-buses and vehicles with electric power more than 3 kW as well [1]. 

It should be noted that this is a legislated term. However, it has other interpretations in the international treaties 

to which Ukraine granted approve on necessity of relevant international agreement for it (Ukraine). 

Thus, in the Convention on Road Traffic (est. in Vienna, November, 8th, 1968) Article #1 states: The term 

"motor vehicle" means any self-propelled road vehicle, excluding bicycles with an outboard motor on the territory of 

the Contracting Parties, which are not equating them to the motorcycle, except rail vehicles [2]. 

There are other definitions of the vehicle in the international agreements of Ukraine, which entered into force 

in due course: 

1) a) for the carriage of goods - any truck, truck trailer, tractor trailer or truck with a semitrailer, semitrailer; 

b) for the carriage of passengers, more than 8 persons, including the driver [3]. 

2) Any vehicle or trailer; this term includes any combination of vehicles [4]. 

3) Mechanical road vehicle and any trailer or semi-trailer designed to tow it that the vehicle [5]. 

4) motor vehicle registered in the territory of the Contracting Party or combined vehicles, including at least 

motor vehicle registered in the territory of the Contracting Party, used and designed only for the carriage of goods or 

passengers [6]. 

5) A mechanical device designed to transport people and (or) cargo and also designed with special equipment 

or mechanisms [7]. 

6) a) Any vehicle with mechanic engine which unter its design is suitable for the transport of more than eight 

passengers, excluding the driver, or cargo or for towages such vehicles; 

b) a combination of the vehicle identified above in the paragraph "a", a trailer or semi-trailer connected to it, 

and intended for the carriage of passengers and goods [8]. 

7) Automobiles, trucks with semitrailers, trailers that meet the definition in Article # 4 of the Convention on 

Road Traffic est. in September 19th, 1949, with the exception of vehicles belonging to the armed forces of either 

Contracting Party or are subordinate to those forces [9]. 

8) Any type of vehicle with mechanical traction, which according to the technical and structural requirements can 

carry more than nine passengers, including the driver or transport cargo truck with a semitrailer / trailer or without, which is 

registered in the territory of a Contracting Party [10]. 

9) Any type of vehicle with mechanical traction, designed according to its specifications for the transport of 

more than nine passengers, including the driver, or for the transport of goods vehicle with vehicle (trailer) or without 

him, and in the territory of a Contracting Parties [11]. 

10) The vehicle or group of vehicles, including at least one vehicle registered on the territory of Contracting 

Parties, which is specifically equipped and used to carry cargo or passenger bus [12]. 

11) The vehicle, designed to carry cargo (including trailers or semi-trailers) and passenger transport; registered 

in the Republic of Belarus or Ukraine [13]. 

12) a) vehicle driven, designed or adapted for the carriage of goods or for towing other vehicles; 

b) a set of vehicles that meet the requirements specified in provision (a) and the trailer or semi-trailer; 

c) road vehicle with mechanic engine, which is equipped with constant equipment and is its integral part, which 

is not treated as cargo; 

d) the vehicle, designed to carry more than nine passengers including the driver [14]. 

After analyzing the definition of "vehicle" in the international agreements we can resume that this concept is 

characterized by common features such as: it is suitable for the transport of people and passengers (more than 9 

people), cargo through customs (state) border; can be used for towing other vehicles, special equipment or machinery 

can be set in it; registration on the territory of Contracting Party. 
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