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Abstract:

The article handles a search for the relationships anong domestic violence,
child’s victimization and its resilience. The assertions made are based on a body of
research conceming the analysis of factors that could positively influence’ the
resilience ofthe child, in spite of its victimisation. Following are the Selected findings
obtained within the intemational comparative research on domestic violence and the
victimization of the child (DAPHNE lII) in astucture as follows: 1. The
identification of the phenomena occurred in situation of domestic violence that can
affect the resilience of a victimized child. The data analysis is based on testimonies
(investigation summaries kept by the police offices).
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Introduction

In Slovak RePubllc, it was not until the late 1990s when people started to talk
openly and publicly about child abuse. In comparison to other social problems, the
issue of abused children in Slovakia has been very little reflected both in theoretical
and research_base, despite the fact that the number of such cases has not been
insignificant in the past as well as today. The high rate of latency i visibly manifested
when the official statistic data do not correspond with the information gathered by
fieldworkers. Within the campaign “Wihout bruises” — that ran in Slovakia in
November 2007 and the aim of which was to make the public aware of the child
abuse dp roblem — the astounding statistic data were presented, disclosing 10-12%(!) of
abused children; based on expert estimations, about 20 children die as a result of
abuse each year. The most frequent victins are children in the age of 2-5. For a Ipng

time, people involved have been signalizing_the insufficient prevention and limite
ossibilites for effective é)rotectlon of children against violence. According to
iladelfiovb and Gur6t (1998), the situation at the end of the 1990s was characterized
by continuous absence of systematic monitoring, exact theoretical grasp of the
roblem and subsequent institutional solution, ie. the prevention corresponding with

uropean norms. ) L ) .
owever, one can ako find other statistics which argue that 95% of current child
abusers, 80% of drug abusers, 95% of prostitutes, 78% of the penitentiary population,
50% of atterrpted suicides, and 80% of children who have run away fromhome were
all victims of child abuse thenselves (source: Womenrs World Summit Foundation).
With this we want to enphasiz that the increase in E_ubllc awareness of the problens
of domestic violence i avery relevant one in Slovakia today. There are a shortage of
sources published by independent institutions in Slovakia which deal with wife abuse
and domestic violence in general, the great majority of publications being issued by
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organisations which directly deal with %ender issues and the problem of domestic
violence. Only 2 sources n local in full text database magazines deal with this
problem (IlIaman, 1999; Kmulovo & Weiss, 2007). Occasionally one can find studies
in conference El_oce_edin s (e.g. Pavluvurkovo, 2002). On the other hand, there are
a wealth of publications that have been issued by NGOs that deal with gender issues
and the problems of domestic violence. Théir research reports are often very
interesting (e.g.. BodnOrov6, Filadelfiovo, & Holubov6, 2008), but their results can
be questionable given they create public discourse about the problem of wife
battering and their results often serve to promote the measures and goak which the
NGOS define thenselves by. A s%)_e(:l_al case are studies issued bh/ NGOs which do not
directly deal with gender issues. Their quality lacks authority, they are not politically
independent and their tmustworthiness can be questioned (e.g. Ivantyssyn, &
Mesehnikov, 1999). . ] o

In the gaper we anal%/se the partial results of the research carried out within the
VI.C.T.LMS. project. Interpretation of selected results is carried out within the
reference framework of research into a child’s resilience (presented in the Ist part of
the contribution); we specifically concentrate on the pattem of results of our research
w_hich enable us to interpret mothers® behaviour in the studied cases of domestic
violence.

Our intention s to share our experience with the widest audience possible in
order to influence policy and practices when it comes to children at risk. Young
people who have been raised in_threatening conditions are most probably going to
display signs of insufficient resilience. Poor resilience is moreover a threaf to several
aspecfs ofthe development of a healthy civic community.

5 _Art1alysis of Results of Research Carried out within the VIL.C.T.LM.S
rojec

~ From January 2010 to December 2011 a research team from four European
universities (University of Cyprus, Cyprus — leading institution, University of Rorma
Tre, ltaly, University of Oradea, Romania, University of Presov, Slovak Republic*)
collaborated on the research project: . “An Indirect Harmful Effect of Violence:
Victimizing the Child and Re-victimizing the Woman-Mother Through her Child’s
Exposure to Violence Against Herself”. Sensitizing and creating awareness throu%h
researchproduct material, both transnational and differential according to the
partner-context (project acronym VI.C.T.LM.S).

Goal of theresearch  ~ ) o

_ The main goal of the project was: 1. to examine the indirect harmful effect of
violence against women mothers upon their children if exposed to it in the domestic
sphere, as well as mothersr awareness of that effect, 2. to sensitize all groups of
people who are involved in the child’s development and education by producing
awareness raising and research based material. .

In the part we analyse partial results of the research gained from the survey
sample of respondents from Slovakia. Interpretation of selected results is carried out
within a reference framework studying the resilience of a child (presented in the first
part of this contribution).

Specifically . . .
~ we examine the results flowenabling us to interpret the behaviour of the mother
in the studied cases of domestic violence, her experience of this violence, its effects
on her as a mother influencing the quality of the resilience protective factor — “the
mp}her, her psychological heath and coping strategies in a situation of domestic
violence™,

Results
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The mother as a protective factor in a child’s resilience. Examining the
mothersr awareness of the indirect harmful effect of violence inflicted upon the
mothers on their children ifexposed to it. . o

_Analysis of written testimonies given by women and children, victims of
violence. Partial research aims were as follows: 1. to determine possible negative
effects of the unfavourable situation (the child as a witness of the abuse) on the
mother, 2. to describe the position of the child in the family where the mother is
gguseg, 3. to determine the poss ible negative effects on the child of their mother being

used.

Method used in the part of reserach was general description of the sample of

cases. When tackling the research problem, the team carried out content and
discourse analysis of the available sample of cases. For content and discourse
analysis, two fypes of sources were used. The first were the statements of womnen
recorded during police investigations of domestic viokence. The second were the files
of NGOs dealing with the problem of battered and abused wives.
_ Source of cases — Police (13 cases): for the analysis, anonymous parts of the
investigation records were used in which women describe the violence and its
circurrstances. In terms of the criminal code, there were 8 cases of dangerous
threatening behaviour and five cases of violent abuse of a close person. The texts
contained direct transcripts of the statements of the abused women. The respondents
were most probably instructed (by the police officer, lawyer or NGO enployee)
a{)ac%ut wlgsat vocabulary they sholld use to descrioe violence when giving their
statements.

Source of cases - NGOs (24 cases): for the analysis, case studies, kept and
recorded by an enployee of the NGO, were used. These records wetre structured and
summarized, and focussed mainly on help with divorce (there is no othersubject of
counselling ﬁere). These records ‘are somewhat simplified, and are interpretations by
the NGO worker, from them we cannot sense the extent of the victim’s suffennégut
instead see it fromthe point of view of the employee within the aims of the NGO’s
planned intervention.

foll Interpretation of data obtained within the VICTIMS projects points to the
ollowing:

In the women’s discourses (source: police mvestlﬁatlon files) about violence, the
role of psycholo'%;lcal violence (belittlement, lack of appreciation) i often
emphasized. We have discovered that women are especially sensitive to male
behaviour which threatens their gender roke and their self-respéct as. women. In the
women’s discourses, the identity ofthe speaker is often withheld and it is not possible
to determine who the abused woman i and how she has dealt with the violence she
has suffered. One important finding is that despite the fact that many times it is
families with children that are the subject of research, the mothers do not refer to the
effects of indirect violence on their children. We interpret this finding either as asign
of uninterest from the police and/or NGO about the mother and child’s experience or
as asign of denial on the woman’s parnt _in awish to keep some self-respect by
showing that despite the abuse she has suffered, she has still managed to Pro ect her
children. The theme of the effects of violence on women rarely appears in these texts.
Probably the effects of violence on the woman are less ‘important to the legal
authorities and the organizations which provide help to such women. When
descriptions of the effects of violence occur, the most common are, aside from
physical effects, mainly psychological problems (depression, loss of appetite,
somatization), fear and worries. According to the women’s testimony, lon%-term
physical abuse can lead to psychological problers, %)pomtments with psychologists
and psychiatrists, hospitalization in a psychiatric ward, use_of psychopharmaceuticak
and even suicide attenpts. Fear led some women to having unwanted pregnancies
because their husbands refused contraception. An important effect for women is
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social isolation. One feeling women often describe is fear for their own lives; such
fears for their health often”lead women to keep the violence they suffer secret. A
feeling of shame is also associated with such’ violence; some women feel guilty
because by leaving themselves exposed to violence, they have somehow failed to deal
with their situation in_life. Discourse about feelings of helplessness typqy the
women’s sense of victimhood; and such feelings are tied in with a sensé of their
matemal role being threatened. The most commonly presented strategies are escape
and defence strategies. Women often choose other forms of passive, self-sacrificing
aE%?ressm management while self-harm is another way of managing the situation.

orts from the woman to conceal the violnce "are perceptible in several
descriptions. Moreover, some mothers do not think it &5 necessary to talk to their
children about what is happening in the family, often arguing that their children are
too young forsuch a discussion. Another group of women consider discussion about
such violence pointless as their children were actually witnesses to it. Implicit in such
statements is the woman’s notion that if their children saw the violence with their
own eyes, then there is no need to speak further about it. This however ignores the
fact that it is precisely because their children were witnesses to the violence that the
mothers need to talk about it with them in a safe environment.

* - The content of this ;)ager is derived from the results of the ELroBean Project VI.CT.ILMS
2009-2011, JL S/2008/DAP3/AG/1157) which was funded by Daphne Il1 Programme (action grants
007-2013). The countries participated in this Project weré C}/prus (University of Cyprus),” ltaly

(University of Rome Tre), Romania (University of Oradea) and Slovakia (University of Presov.

HNCUXOJOI'TYHI TA ITPABOBI OCHOBU ® OPMYBAHHS
BHYTPINIHHOTO IMTEP EKOHAHHSA CY 11

Mapuak B.41., . .
cyamst AnersiiiiHoro cy sy YepHiBeIbkoi00JACTi, JOKTOP IOPUAMUHUX HAy K, IOIEHT

. IIpodecis cy i nos’s13ana 3 HEOOXIIHICTIO NPUHMATH BaKIIMBI i BiINOBifaJIbHI
pILlCHHs], BA3HAYATH JOJI IHIMX JIOJICH, IXHIO BHHHICT YM HEBHHYBATICTH Y
BUMHCHHI ITpaBoriopylueHs. HailOumbily yBary mpu 3iiicHEHHI mpaBocy sl Ciuif
OpUIUIATA  TAKid ~HCHXOJOTiYHIA  KaTeropi, sK mnpoOyiemMa BHYTpIUIHbOIO
nepexoHaHHs cy . [Ipu 3pikicHerHi paBoCy Iyis, MiCyi ONIHIOBAHHS BCiX IOKa3iB
IIO CHpaBi Ii¢ € YU He HAHTONOBHIIINM YMHHHKOM, SKHH BIUIMBAE HA MPUHHATTA
CyJUIel0 TPOLECYyalbHOTO DIllICHHS — TNPUHHATTS pIUEHHI B KPUMIHAJBHOMY
npoBajpkeHHi. CyJl OLIHIOE JOKa3d 3a CBOM BHYIPILIHIM IEPEeKOHAaHHSM, IO
IPYHIY€ETECS HAa BCEOIYHOMY, NMOBHOMY U 00’€KTMBHOMY PO3IVIAJl BCIX 0OCTAaBUH
CIPaBU B iX CyKyIHOCTI, Kepy04uCh 3akoHOM. Ha BC1 IMTaHH:, BUHECEH1 HA O3B
Cy [y, IOBUHHA OyTH OTpHUMaHa KaTCTOPUYHA TO3UTHBHA YU HEraTMBHA BiOBiG. B
OCHOBI CyZIOBOTO PillleHHS IOBUHHA 3HAXOMTHCS HE TUIBKH JIOTIYHA HEMUHY YiCTb,
i MopaJibHa 000B’SI3KOBICTh. Y JESKAX BHIIAJKaX JIOMYCKAIOTECS CyI0BI MOMUIIKA
yepe3 IOBEPXOBE JOCIIDKSHHS JOKa3iB, YHACIZOK YOTO MOXKYTh OyTH SK
HEBUIPABIRAHO KOPCTKI, TAK 1 HAITO M ’SIKi BUP OKH. ) )

pouiec opMyBAHHS BHYIPIIIHBOTO TEPEKOHAHHS CyJUli TOB'SI3AHUN B
Oe3repepBHIMH YCYHCHHSIMU CYMHIBIB, sIKi BHHUKAIOTH MPU PO3rLimi crpaeu. Ha
BHYTpIIIHE TIEPCKOHAHHA Cy[ji BIUIMBAaE BCS JIOKA30Ba iH(opMalisl, sKa
JOCIIDKYETBCS  3TIAHO 13 3arajbHUMHM  NPaBHJAMH  CYZOBOrO Ipolecy, —
Ge3nocepeiHE0, YCHO H Oe3rnepepBHO, Tijl TOJOBYBAHHSM TOJIOBYIOUOTO CyZAl Ta 3
JOTPUMAHHSM PIiBHOCTI IPaB YYaCHHKIB TIPOLIECY .

vy @imootﬁcmiﬁ JiTepaTypi Hpouec (OpMyBaHHs BHY IPIlIHEOTO NEPEKOHAHHS
Cy i epeReTbest (POPMY IO, I1i3HAHO — YCBIIOMIICHO — NIEPEKHTO — IPUAHSTO 3

icTuHy”.
}g THOCEOJIOTIYHOMY acTieKTi MpoLec d)OpMyBaHHjI Cy JUIBCEKOTO TTEPEKOHAHHS
PO3TOPTYETHCS B CUCTEM1 ,,HE3HAHHS — 3HAHHS : BiJl BIPOTITHOCTI 3HAHHS JI0 3HAHHS
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