eKCTPAJTIHIBICTHYHHUX (DAKTOPIB, OCKUIBKM KYpPCaHTH >XHBYTh aBTOHOMHO
BCEPEAMHI 3aMKHEHOT IPYITH OJHOJITKIB Y CUCTEMI YKOPCTKHX 1€papXiyHHX
BiJTHOCHH. BIIMB cOLIOKY/NbTYpHUX (DaKTOPIB MPOSBIAETHCS HE JIHIIE Y
3MiHI TpUTaMaHHOI iM paHillle MaHepH IMOBEIIHKH, CHOCOOY JKHUTTS, a |
BJIaCHe MOBJICHHS [2, ¢. 205-211].

[MepexonaHni, mo iHTepec yKpaiHChKUX (DiJIOJIOTIB Ta COIIOJIOTIB JI0
rajgy3l KypcaHTChKOT KaproHOJOril WiJBHIIMTBCSI, IO JOMOMOXE B
MOJJANbIIIOMY TIPOTHO3YBaTH OCOOJMBOCTI PO3BUTKY HAlllOHAILHOI MOBH B
JIOMY.
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METHOD OF BLENDED LEARNING IN TEACHING ENGLISH

The education process is a daily challenge for many students and
teachers. So, English as a foreign language (EFL) teachers must be
facilitators who help students to go through different stages during the
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learning of a foreign language and get them aware of the importance of the
resources around them to learn a foreign language. Nowadays there is not
only printed material but also a wide range of technological resources,
thanks to the invention of the Internet and technological devices used all
over the world. These are virtual resources such as wikis, blogs, podcasts,
emails, websites, video links, iPods, third screen devices, etc., which
foreign language learning. In this context, the foreign language teacher must
organize all the technological resources in a methodological way to make
them work for students in their learning process.

So, blended learning (BL) has become one of the most common
ways to teach English as a foreign language due to its double component,
which integrates face-to-face classes with virtual learning in order to offer
students a wide range of materials and resources organized in a
methodological way. Blended learning is an innovative teaching method
which combines different learning approaches supported by flexible
interactive platforms and resources that offer new environments to improve
skills and upgrade competences. According to the concept of blended
learning, under current conditions the educational system methods of
traditional education can be optimally combined with the advantages of
remote technologies.

Apart from that, as the ultimate goal for any language-learning
student is communication, the blended learning process should facilitate
authentic communication. A communicative approach to language teaching
serves to expose students to authentic language, and includes assignments
that simulate real-life tasks, requiring students to use English in real-life
situations. The idea behind this approach is that the circumstances of
learning a second or foreign language should be very similar to the way an
individual learns his or her first language. Therefore, when learning a new
language, skills should not be learned and practiced separately, but
simultaneously due to BL [1].

Therefore, BL is a tool available to students in order for them to go
beyond the classroom and work on different interactive activities as an
extension of the direct teaching classes. Through all the technological
resources they have around them, students can learn about different subjects
and cultures, surf the internet and utilize technological devices they have
access to, such as iPods, ipads, laptops, Mp3s and Mp4s, among others.

Blended learning refers to a language instruction approach that
combines online (i.e., computer-based) and offline, face-to-face (i.e.,
teacher-led classes and course books) components to best meet the specific
learning needs of an individual or group of individuals. Such an approach to
language instruction provides learners with more varied, interesting, and
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authentic learning environments, and allows learners to doubly benefit from
the independent computer-based work (which is necessary to reach today’s
generation of students), and the time-tested teacher-led method that
provides learners with the structure and guidance they need.

However, the implementation of a blended learning must have a
pedagogical foundation for each setting where it is planned in order to be
developed. When introducing blended learning, it is important to consider,
among other things, the students’ needs and preferences, their foreign
language level, and educational background. Considering the previous
aspects, EFL teachers have the challenge of planning virtual learning
environments that are appealing to their students. In this way, foreign
language teachers are in charge of the methodological planning of BL
courses which could be used to empower the EFL learners [2].

When planning blended learning courses, it is important to take into
account all the aspects involved in them, as stated by researchers [3]. The first
element teachers have to consider is the institutional aspect since it depends on
the institutional policies about the curriculum, the layout of the material, and the
administration and financial area. The second component, the technological
one, is the main consideration when teachers plan both the offline and online
activities. Teachers need to have a wide range of technological resources in
order to attract their students’ attention: It is necessary to display topics and
exercises which are appealing to them. The third variable to bear in mind is the
pedagogical component, which no doubt is the most important one in these
hybrid courses. If teachers have a methodological plan to organize both their
face-to-face classes and the online aspect, it will lead the language learners to
succeed in their learning process and obtain better results since they properly
organize both components.

The fourth component is the interface design that entails the different
ways teachers can display online and offline material by choosing the
design and activity for each unit. To keep improving the virtual and Face-
to-Face aspects of a class, it is necessary to evaluate them constantly in
order to check which are appropriate and which are not, taking into account
students’ needs and preferences, the institutional policies and curriculum
guidelines for teaching EFL. The fifth component is management. It is
important to have all the learning management system ready to work and to
train students to deal with this system: How to log in, how to work on the
different assignments and, of course, apply learning strategies suitable to
virtual environments so that students can surf the net and have links to
different web sources around the world.

Blended learning is the integration of face-to-face classes with a
virtual component where students have a practice opportunity to go beyond
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what is taught in the classroom. So far, this hybrid learning offers students a
lot of materials, resources, offline and online activities, the integration of
what they learn in the classroom with what they learn on their own through
the use of a virtual platform. Moreover, one of the most important aspects is
the fact that students can develop autonomy towards the English learning
process. Thus, EFL teachers can guide students during the process and also
give them extra activities to complete on their own; in this way, they are
freer to choose what to see in a lesson at their own pace.

Another benefit that a BL course provides is the technological
literacy students get through the use of virtual resources. Likewise, they can
explore their topics in depth, look for information in English on the Internet,
and reinforce their learning process through websites related to EFL
learning with a wide range of exercises. Additionally, they can peruse
different databases and blogs to contact people around the world, chat with
other students and learning communities, construct cooperative learning
environments, and organize their own virtual learning environment, among
other benefits.

So, as it should be assumed, blended learning is an education
program that combines online digital media with traditional classroom
methods. It requires the physical presence of both teacher and student, with
some element of student control over time, place, path, or pace. So, face-to-
face classroom practices are combined with computer-mediated activities
regarding content and delivery.

BL include online components which provide learners with
stimulating sources of authentic language, including videos, listening
passages, and reading texts, and then engage students in the independent
work made up of valuable and practical activities that allow them to practice
all language skills in meaningful contexts, and to receive immediate
feedback on all work — including pronunciation and writing.

By combining online components with offline components — in other
words, by implementing a blended approach to language instruction —
students will benefit from the autonomous approach to learning (through the
computer-based instruction) and also from the chance to partake in
communicative, interactive pair-work and group activities, with guidance
and feedback from peers and teachers, leading to more effective learning
processes and achieving more significant results.
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IHIIOMOBHA OCBITA J1OPOCJIUX 3ACOBAMU
JUCTAHIOIMHOI'O HABYAHHS

IlocrymoBa imTerpamis YKpaiHH B  €BPOINEHCHKHHA  TPOCTIp
CIpUYUHSIE TIEBHI 3MiHMA B yKpaiHChKOMY CycHiisCTBi. Ilepen HuM mocrae
HOBa BHMOTa, a caMe BOJIOHITH iHO3eMHHMH MoBamH. CydacHHUH pPHUTM
KUTTS Ta poOoUmMii Tpadik 3HAYHO YCKIAMHIOIOTH MOXIMBICTH JTOPOCITAM
BHBYATH MOBH, BiABIAYIOUH KypcH abo0 3aKIaau IMiCIAIATUIOMHOT OCBITH. Y
3B’3Ky 3 LUM 3’SBISIIOTHCS HOBI, HETpaaMIiiiHI (GopMu HaBYAHHA
Jopociux. Bapro 3a3HauuTH, O A MOHATTAM «dopocauiiy B il poOOTi
MH po3ymieMo (axiBIll, IKHM Mae BHILY OCBITY, TOCBiJl poOOTH 3a paxom
Ta Mae TOTpe0y y BHUBUEHHI 1HO3EMHOI MOBH 37€0iNBbIIOro dYepes
HEOOXIiTHICTh MiABHUINCHHS KBamidikarmii. JlucTanmiiine HaBuaHHS HaOyBae
TIOITYJIIPHOCTI y KOHTEKCTI IHIIOMOBHO{ OCBITH TOPOCIHUX.

JucraHmiiiHe  HaBYaHHA €  OCOOJHMBOIO  IHAWBITYaJbHOIO
TYMaHICTUYHOIO (POPMOIO HABYAaHHSA 1 0a3yeThCsi Ha BHUKOPUCTaHHI
iHpOpMaIifHO-TETEKOMYHIKalliIMHUX TEXHOJIOTili 3 MeTol opraHizamii
MTOBHOIIIHHOTO OCBITHBOTO MPOIIECY HE3aJIEKHO BiJl TOTO, Ha SIKIH BiJCTaHI
3HAXOAThCS BUKIJIanad Ta 3100yBay [1]. Taka ¢opma HaBuaHHS 1ae 3MOTy
BIIPOBAJKYBaTH IHTEPAKTUBHI TEXHOJIOTIi BHKJIAJCHHS MaTepiany, II0
CTIpHSIE KPAIIOMY BUBYCHHIO 1HO3EMHHX MOB. 3aBISKU TUCTAHINIHHINA Hopmi
HaBYaHHS  JIOPOCNI  MOXYTb  ONAHOBYBAaTH 1HO3EMHHUMH  MOBaMH,
HaJIAlITOBYIOYH CBiif HaBUanbHUU rpadik Tak, 00 BIAJIO MOEAHYBATH HOTO
3 po0OTOM0.

OnHuM i3 3aco0iB opraHizanii JUCTAHIIIHOTO HaBYaHHS 1HO3EMHIMN
MOBI JOpOCIIMX € JUCTaHIIHUIA Kypc, WIO0 SBJsA€ COOOK KOMILIEKC
HAaBYAIbHO-METOMYHHUX MaTepiaiiB, CTPYKTYPOBaHHX B EJIEKTPOHHOMY
BUTJISIIL, SIKI 30€epiraloThesl Ha crieliaibHii enekTpoHHii mardopmi. Kype
MpU3HAYeHU I 11 opraHizaiii iHIWBIAYaJIbHOT'O Ta IPYIOBOTO HABYAHHS 3
BHUKOPHUCTAHHSIM JHMCTAHIIHHUX TEXHOJIOTIH il KEPIBHUIITBOM BHKJIa[[a4a i
BHUMarae akTHBHOTO CIIUIKYBaHHSA 3a INPUHLMIIOM BHKJIAJady—3100yBad,
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