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Особенности дефиниции понятия «коррупция» 

Исследован и уточнен понятийно-категориальный аппарат, 
который используется при изучении коррупции. На основе 
анализа научных и нормативных источников с различными 
подходами к определению данного понятия предложена 
авторская дефиниция коррупции. 
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On the Problem of the Definition of «Corruption» 

The article is devoted to the study and clarification of the 
conceptual-categorical apparatus used in the study of corruption.  
We considered two main approaches to the formation of scientific 
concepts of corruption, in particular the doctrinal one that is based on 
the researches of scientists and specialists in a certain area, and the 
official (legal) one that is based on legal acts, international documents, 
etc. It is noted that a significant portion of the relevant international 
legal acts does not contain definitions of corruption, whereas 
corruption is defined, its understanding varies considerably. The lack 
of clearly established legal definitions of corruption, that is, the 
flexibility of legal rules is to reach a compromise between the 
requirements of legal certainty, on the one hand, and the needs of 
situational justice on the other hand. Summarizing the modern 
scientific literature, it can be concluded that understanding of 
corruption depends on the angle of view under which it is studied by 
specialists of various branches of science (control theory, Economics, 
sociology, legal studies). The study of sources in the legal literature 
shows two approaches (wide and narrow) to the definition of 
«corruption». The author substantiates understanding of corruption  
(in the narrow sense) through the category of «bribery» as one of its 


