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Problem of Personality Structure in Psychology

Problem of the personality structure in psychology has been
analyzed. Tendency to create a systemic multi-dimensional
psychological structure of personality is marked. Personality
structures by A. G. Kovalev, K. K. Platonov, S. D. Maximenko and
S. A. Mula, V.V. Rybalko that are most widely used in domestic
psychology science and practices and which are referred to as one-
dimensional, two-dimensional and three-dimensional are presented;
meaning content of the most important components of the
personality is revealed.

The personality is regarded as a socio-psychological essence of
the man that results from acceptance of the mankind's experience. In a
more wide sense the personality is defined as a self-controlling systemic
formation that consists of socially significant mental properties that
provide selectivity in relations and regulation of man behavior as a
subject of activities. Revealing of the personality essence as some
integrity that has a certain structure and determining of its composition
are requirements for effective psychological-pedagogical activities in
realization of personality approach.

It is noted that the personality structure proposed by
A. G. Kovalev is one of the most established definitions in
psychology theory. It is regarded as one-dimensional and consists of
such structural components as: directedness, character, ability,
temperament, control system («myself», that is consciousness).
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As two-dimensional there are regarded personality structures by
K. K. Platonov and later ones by S. D. Maximenko and S. A. Mula;
as a three-dimensional one — structure by V. V. Rybalko.

According to K. K. Platonov the personality consists of a
dynamic functional structure; it includes a substructure of
directedness,  experience  substructure, reflection  pattern
substructure and biologically conditioned substructure. That is the
first dimension or level of properties in the personality structure; the
second consists of character and abilities.

According to S. D. Maximenko and S. A. Mula the personality
consists of five substructures — biopsychic, individual peculiarities
of psychic processes, experience, directedness, abilities (the first
dimension) and three personal, dynamically changeable common
qualities — inner world, character, psychic condition (the second
dimension).

The personality structure by V. V. Rybalko, referred to as three-
dimensional one, consists of dimensions as follows: socio-
psychological-individual (the first dimension), activity (the second
dimension) and genetic (the third dimension) that are filled with
certain components.
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