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TRAINING OF FBI STAFF (NEW AGENTS) 

The purpose of the work is to find out what knowledge the new FBI 

agents should acquire in order to begin effective law enforcement activities 

in the future as federal agents and investigators. 

Training for the FBI is being carried out at the FBI Academy 

(Quantzico, Virginia). The general requirements for the selection of 

candidates are: 1) American citizenship or citizenship of the Northern 

Mariana Islands; 2) age from 23 to 37 years; 3) educational level - higher 

four-year education at college or university (bachelor's degree); 4) three 

years of professional experience; 5) the presence of valid driver's rights. 

The process of professional selection for the FBI is carried out 

during seven stages: 

• Submission an online application to the FBI Regional Office. 

• Testing (phase I). 

• Testing (Phase II). 

• Noticing of conditional appointment. 

• Testing of physical fitness. 

• Special examination of the candidate's identity. 

• Medical examination. 

All FBI recruits are undergoing basic 20-week training at the FBI 

Academy. Each year 800-1000 people graduate from the academy. The 

program for training special agents is very intense and includes more than 

800 hours of training devoted to both theoretical disciplines and training in 

firearm holding and physical training. All studies are interdisciplinary. 

Theoretical training is closely linked to practical exercises, and physical and 

fire training includes knowledge of law enforcement as well as elements of 

social and legal sciences. The FBI Academy is practicing the direction of 

listeners to work on the trust available in the big cities, especially for 

conducting conversations with people in a stressful situation. The received 
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telephone conversation practice is very important for law enforcement 

officers in conducting conversations, for example, with criminals who 

seized hostages. 

Training programs at the FBI Academy in four main areas: 

1) the theoretical part; 

2) practical exercises; 

3) firearm holding training; 

4) tactical training. 

Theoretical training. Students study a wide range of subjects, among 

which are the foundations of jurisprudence, methods for investigating 

crimes and conducting intelligence activities, techniques for conducting 

interviews and interrogations, forensics, forensic medicine, the basis for 

office work. The theoretical part of the training also includes studying the 

foundations of national security, counterintelligence and counterterrorism 

activities, various types of crime, including organized and "white-collar", 

investigation of drug crimes, as well as ethics, psychology and other social 

and behavioral sciences. 

Practical exercises. In the process of preparing future FBI 

employees, much attention is paid to work out practical skills of 

professional activities in an environment that is as close as possible to the 

real. The complex situation of investigating a certain crime is given, and the 

students work it out from the initial operational investigations (receiving a 

statement about the crime, reviewing the place of the event, interviewing, 

etc.) and ending with detention, arresting suspects and submitting evidence 

of their guilt in court. The development of these skills takes place at the 

tactical ground - "Hogan's Alley", which is a zone of practical training for 

actions in the event of real problems. Simulation of crimes takes place in 

real time and sometimes it takes months to find out. 

In addition, no day passes without fights (that is, working out 

methods of hand-to-hand combat) and firefighting with pistols charged with 

cartridges with paint. Future agents go through real educational situations, 

such as robbery of the bank, day and night observation, kidnapping, an 

attack on a civil servant. Students are also placed in conditions of resistance 

from the part of criminals, including the armed, while detained. 

Future agents go through real educational situations, such as robbery 

of the bank, day and night observation, kidnapping, an attack on a civil 

servant. Students are also placed in conditions of resistance from the part of 

criminals, including the armed, while detained. 

Firearm holding training. Firearm holding training at the Academy is 

paying a lot of attention. In real life, FBI agents seldom have to resort to 

weapons, but leaving the Academy walls they must be able to use a variety 
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of firearms held by the FBI and have strong skills in lawful use. Agent fire 

training is divided into three categories: gun fire, fire fighting, and gunfire. 

Students also need to acquire robust shooting skills from an 

automaton and a carbine. In the process of training, each student is shooting 

about 5,000 ammunition. In addition, in the learning process, the 

possibilities of electronic surveys are widely used to simulate different 

situations of use of weapons. The listener must confidently use the weapon, 

know the legal norms governing its use, and be responsible for his personal 

combat equipment. They learn to shoot indoors, in the air, in the dark, in the 

fog, in the cold, from the thigh and in other conceivable and unthinkable 

conditions and poses. 

Tactical training. This training includes everything that the FBI 

employee needs to effectively perform his functional duties: self defense 

tactics and detention tactics; special physical training; tactics of control and 

shooting tactics. Future agents are undergoing serious physical training to 

prepare themselves for the challenges they face in reality. In real life 

situations, if necessary, the agent must be prepared to use physical force to 

self-defense or to protect others. Students receive thorough training in the 

tactics of conducting and planning special operations, agency work, tactics 

of engagement, tacit and electronic surveillance, reconnaissance tactics, 

tactics for conducting a search, personal review, etc. They carry out a 

program of safety and survival and a program of tactical actions in critical 

situations on motor transport. Just like a pilot should have a higher 

aerobatics, the agent must be an acoustic driving. 

As a conclusion I can say that to become a FBI agent you need to put 

a lot of effort. This work is very important in our lives. 
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